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It is my pleasure to address you this afternoon in my capacity as Chairman of the 2014 

Working Group on Contingent-Owned Equipment (COE). I have the honour to commend the 

2014 COE Working Group Report to the Fifth Committee. 

 

I want to thank the Member States who provided Issue Papers; their input helped to shape this 

report. Almost 350 experts, from both capitals and Permanent Missions, and representing 

84 Member States, participated in the Working Group.   

 

The Working Group, which met from 20 to 31 January this year, conducted a comprehensive 

review of reimbursement rates for major equipment, self-sustainment and medical support 

services and we reviewed the COE system. The Report is the culmination of a lengthy 

process which analyzed national cost data from 51 Member States and which had the benefit 

of 37 Issues Papers from 11 Member States and 10 from the Secretariat relating to 

contingent-owned equipment and self-sustainment.  

 

I would like to compliment the Working Group and all the delegates for their professionalism 

and hard work. In my opening remarks on 20 January, I said that:   

 

“this year’s COE WG is extremely important for all the membership of the UN, not 

least the countries that provide troops, police and equipment to missions, as without 

such commitment the UN could not perform its flagship activity of universal 

peacekeeping” 
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The report reflects agreements which were the result of two weeks of negotiations and of 

painstaking compromises all round. I am pleased that we could agree a substantial increase 

($20.59M) in the allocations made by the Working Group at its previous meeting in 2011, in 

areas such as the rotation of equipment and medical support.  

 

The report heralds an historic first in terms of the United Nations accepting some 

responsibility to assist TCCs to meet the cost of shipment in replacing, or rotating, ageing 

contingent-owned equipment under certain circumstances. This is a real policy breakthrough, 

which will greatly assist force protection measures for UN Peacekeepers on the ground. Of 

equal significance is the inclusion of a basic gynaecological module to the major equipment 

list of Level 2 hospitals as a standardised additional service. This is important also in terms of 

UNSCR 1325, as it will ensure equal participation by women in the maintenance and 

promotion of peace and security by guaranteeing that all female staff deployed in 

peacekeeping missions are provided with the same type of basic gynaecological medical care 

at Level 2 hospitals.  Another important factor was the agreement that contingents must 

“endeavour” to meet UN environmental and waste management standards. 

 

The success of this year’s meeting of the Working Group owed much to the dedication of 

colleagues who volunteered to act as Chairs/Vice Chairs and Rapporteurs in the Sub Working 

Groups and to all the others behind the scenes who helped produce this agreement. I would 

like to sincerely express my gratitude to all of them and also to the Secretariat and the support 

staff. 
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I believe that the Working Group achieved what it set out to do and that the 17 

recommendations will benefit the Secretariat by improving the structure of the contingent-

owned equipment system and providing more transparent and enhanced verification tools. I 

have no hesitation in commending this report to the Fifth Committee. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


